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Poster  

 

 

Placed in all major shops and a number of community facilities in Bishopton. 

 



BAE Systems invite you to an informal drop-in session to be
held on Thursday 7th May 2009 at Bishopton Sports and
Social Club Greenock Road, Bishopton PA7 5JA, between
3:30pm and 7:30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

The purpose of the event is to enable you to understand our
latest proposals for remediating the Royal Ordnance site
and to receive your feedback

This is your opportunity to understand and comment on our latest
remediation proposals, before we lodge fresh planning applications
in summer 2009.

Royal Ordnance Bishopton

Remediation 
& Landfill Proposals
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Leaflet  

 

 

Distributed by leaflet drop to households within the PA7 postcode area (Bishopton).  
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Press advert  

 

 

Display advert appearing in the weekly Gazette. 



Royal Ordnance, Bishopton
Remediation & Landfill

Proposals 
Pre-Application

Consultation - Public Event

Details as to where further information may
be obtained concerning the proposed
developments:
Cass Associates, Studio 104, The Tea Factory, 82
Wood Street, Liverpool L1 4DQ
The date and place of the public event: 
Thursday 7th May 2009 at the Bishopton Sports
and Social Club, Greenock Road, Bishopton PA7
5JA between 3:30pm and 7:30pm
The way in which comments on the proposals
can be made:
Either through the completion of a questionnaire
which will be available at the public event or
through writing to Cass Associates at the address
above
Comments made to Cass Associates (acting on
behalf of BAE Systems) as the prospective
applicant are not representations to the planning
authority and if the prospective applicant submits
applications there will be an opportunity to make
representations on those application to the
planning authority.

BAE Systems are holding a public exhibition
ahead of submitting planning applications for
engineering works at the Royal Ordnance site
in Bishopton.
Description of proposed developments:
(1) Remediation and reclamation earthworks
(2) Construction of a landfill facility.

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
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Video presentation   

 

 

 

Presentation on rolling display throughout the drop-in session. 



regeneration of Royal Ordnance Bishopton

remediation proposals



remediation proposals
regeneration of Royal Ordnance Bishopton

BAE Systems – overall project responsibility and site remediation

Cass Associates – planning



remediation overall regeneration proposals

• outline planning permission now anticipated for 
redevelopment of the whole site 

• outline planning approved by Council subject to legal 
agreement

• 15 year development period

• main proposals for the whole scheme:
∙ remediation and landfill
∙ 2,500 houses and business park
∙ community facilities
∙ open space
∙ new motorway junction and other infrastructure
∙ woodland park



remediation masterplan for the site

Bishopton 

proposed motorway 
junction

site boundary in red

proposed 
development

proposed 
woodland park



remediation why are we consulting you?

• earlier planning applications for land remediation and 
associated landfill were withdrawn in autumn 2008 to allow 
more detailed investigation and analysis

• fresh planning applications will be submitted for remediation 
and landfill in summer 2009

• we want to let you know what is happening and understand 
your views

• please give us your views by completing our questionnaire



remediation what is remediation?

• to make the site available for new uses we need to remediate
it

• remediation = the actions required to restore contaminated 
land so that it is suitable for its future use (government 
definition)

• our remediation strategy explains how we propose to 
remediate the site 



remediation our remediation strategy

• the strategy is based on:
∙ ground and water investigation over a number of years
∙ regular contact with environmental regulators
∙ scientific analysis of samples
∙ study of historical records
∙ experience from remediating other similar sites in the UK

• our investigations show that contamination occurs where we 
would expect it

• we have also found contamination in some places not 
expected



remediation our remediation strategy

• safety is our key objective

• avoiding harm to humans and the environment is essential

• contamination will be treated either in place or after it has 
been removed from the ground

• contamination that cannot be treated will be removed to a 
licensed landfill site – see other presentation

• monitoring  ‐ ongoing, scientific, independent



remediation remediation strategy stages

• survey investigations and assessment

• statutory regulation and approval

• method statements, appoint contractor

• commence landfill construction

• ecological measures, tree removal where necessary

• asbestos removal

• decontamination of buildings, demolition

• remediate contaminated ground

• verification of completed works

• final groundworks

independent 
approval 
and regulation 
at each stage



remediation key aspects

• decontamination of buildings

• bulk earthworks

• phasing of remediation works

• contractors’ traffic to and from the site

• ecology and nature conservation

• regular communication with neighbours

• the following slides deal with each of 
these aspects in turn



remediation decontamination of buildings

• controlled burning  for 35% of total number of buildings:
∙ most effective for explosives contamination
∙ safest for people doing the decontamination

• to respect local amenity we will not burn buildings within an 
agreed distance to neighbours 



remediation earthworks

• remediation will involve 
relocating approximately 1.25 
million cubic metres of soil :
∙ as part of decontamination
∙ reshape the site for new 
development

∙ to landscape woodland park

• no material will be taken in or 
out of the site except for 
recycled metal, ash, clinker and 
some crushed concrete

Bulk cut (purple)

Bulk fill (brown)



remediation remediation methods

• different methods will be employed for example: 
∙ bioremediation of soils containing oils and nitrocellulose 
∙ stabilisation of soils with lime and cement to render 
contaminants immobile

∙ removal of soils contaminated by asbestos to the landfill 
∙ removal of geotechnically unsuitable soils to create landscape 
features 

∙ removal of ash deposits for recycling to block making 

∙ crushing and recycling brick and concrete

• all remediation work will be validated during and at 
completion of each stage



remediation contractors’ traffic

• new access for contractors 
on the B790 Houston Road 
between Houston and 
Inchinnan, near Linwood 
Moss Road

• heavy construction traffic 
will not be permitted to pass 
through village



remediation ecology

• the remediation strategy is based on a 
clear understanding of ecology interests

• remediation activity will be informed by 
an ecological management plan which 
will be updated on a regular basis

• creation of new wildlife habitats on the 
site

• some animals relocated within the site 
due to remediation
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Exhibition boards  

 

 

Boards on display throughout the drop-in session. 



Royal Ordnance, Bishopton
Consultation on proposals for engineering works
Introduction

In December 2008 Renfrewshire Council gave its support for two planning applications. The first is an outline planning application for a
mixed use development to form a Community Growth Area and the second relates to the construction of a new motorway junction at the
intersection of the A8 and the M8.

Prior to this, in October 2008, the decision was taken to withdraw planning applications for engineering works at the site. This was to allow
consideration of further investigation and assessment. The additional investigation and assessment work has now been progressed and BAE
Systems are in a position to resubmit these planning applications. They will relate to the process of preparing the site for future
development: 

• Engineering operations comprising remediation and earthworks
• Construction of a landfill facility

This consultation is about the details that will underpin these planning applications

consultation on proposals for engineering works 1

Masterplan



consultation on proposals for engineering works 2

When factory production ceased in 2002 the site was decommissioned. To make the site suitable for new uses we need to go a stage further
and remediate the site. Soil, water, ecological and geotechnical investigations have taken place over a number of years. These inform the
way in which remediation is approached.

What is remediation?

Remediation is defined by the Scottish Government as being the actions required to restore contaminated land so that it is suitable for its
future use. Remediation involves investigations, risk assessment, various techniques for preparing the land and monitoring to ensure that the
remediation has been successful.

The remediation strategy

At the centre of the process of site remediation is the remediation strategy. It describes the contamination that is present in different parts
of the site and explains what actions need to be taken to deal with it. The remediation strategy is informed by legislation and guidance issued
by government agencies.

Contamination and how it will be dealt with

The investigations that have been carried out show that contamination is concentrated in and around buildings, waste tips, transport routes
and burning grounds - where we would expect to find it. The types of contamination found are also consistent with what we anticipated.
They include explosive residues and breakdown products, metals and asbestos.

A number of remediation techniques will be used to ensure that contamination does not harm humans or the environment. This includes
removing contamination, treating it either in place or after it has been removed from the ground and using barriers to prevent contact with
sources of contamination.

Where it is not possible to treat, convert, fix or recycle contaminated materials these wastes will be removed to a licensed landfill (the landfill
facility will be subject to a separate planning application).

An important part of the process of remediation is to check that is has been effective. This will be done by rigorous testing of soil and water
samples - independently monitored by Renfrewshire Council.

Proposed engineering works: introduction

demolition reclamation work soil sampling soil analysis



consultation on proposals for engineering works 3

Location of landfill and contractors’ access road

LANDFILL 
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CONTRACTORS
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consultation on proposals for engineering works 4

Phasing of remediation work and development

Snapshot of completed remediation and
development at the end of development phase 2
(around 30% of development complete)

Snapshot of completed remediation and
development at the end of development phase 4
(around 60% of development complete)
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Questionnaire  
 
 
Questionnaires available for completion either at or after the drop-in session. 



 
 

Royal Ordnance Bishopton site 

Questionnaire on the two detailed planning applications 
that we propose to submit this summer 

We would like to know what you think about the proposals in the exhibition for remediation and 
the landfill facility.  We will take your comments into account as we finalise the proposals before 
submitting detailed planning applications later in the summer. 

Please ask if you have any questions as you fill in the questionnaire. 

1.    Remediation application 
 

1.1 Do you support the idea of remediating the site?      Yes      No 

1.2 We will use recognised good practice methods to control and minimise noise and dust.  This might 
include damping with water when excavating in dry conditions; managing working hours; using 
properly maintained equipment; maintaining tree screening where possible and monitoring our 
activities. 

• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1.3 We plan to create new habitats for animals as part of the works, including the planting of new 
woodland.    
• Do you support this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1.4 As well as remediating soil and water, many of the buildings need to be decontaminated as they 
were used for explosive manufacturing.  We propose to use a variety of methods to achieve this 
including the controlled burning of those buildings that are beyond an agreed distance from existing 
houses.   

• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5 During the remediation period, we want to keep regular communication going with the community 
of Bishopton. 

• Do you think that using the existing Bishopton Community Liaison Group is an appropriate way 
of doing this?     Yes      No       If not, why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Do you have any ideas about other ways of involving the local community (such as through 
local schools)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• What sort of things do you want to be kept informed about while we are remediating the site? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.    Landfill facility application 
 

2.1 An important aspect of remediation is sustainability - recycling and reusing material wherever 
possible and appropriate. 

 
• Do you agree with the recycling of certain materials generated from the remediation of the site?  

(For example, crushing and re-using concrete and brick from demolitions in the new 
development)           Yes     No       If not, why not ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 There will be some materials that cannot be recycled or re-used.  These will need to be disposed 
of.  We are planning to construct a specially designed licensed landfill site for this waste material to 
avoid transporting it elsewhere.   

 
• Do you agree with the idea of having a dedicated landfill on the site to take wastes from the site 

remediation and avoid off site transportation of waste?     Yes     No       If not, why not? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think about the remote location that we have proposed for the landfill? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2.3 The landfill construction and operation will be carried out in accordance with all the necessary 
permissions from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).  It will be constructed and 
operated in a manner to prevent impact on the environment and neighbours. 

 
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 When the landfill is no longer required, it will be restored to fit with the surrounding landscape as 
part of the Community Woodland Park.   

 
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would appreciate it if you could hand in your questionnaire today. 
 

Where do you live? 

 Bishopton          Erskine          Houston         Inchinnan          Linwood          Other 

Age          15 or under          16–44          44-59         60-74          75 or over    

Sex          Female                Male    

 

Thank you for your time 
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Exhibition attendance  

 
 
 

time number of visitors 

2:30 - 3:30pm* 1 

3:30 - 4:30pm 15 

4:30 - 5:30pm 12 

5:30 - 6:30pm 11 

6:30 - 7:30pm 10 

total 49 

* Community Councillors’ preview session 
 
 
NB - Representatives from two Community Councils attended – Bishopton and Linwood. 
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Analysis of questionnaire respondents  

 
 
 
26 of the 28 questionnaire respondents gave information on age, sex and where they lived: 
 

indicator number of questionnaire 
respondents 

 (% of those who answered each 
question in brackets) 

total Bishopton residents 

% 

sex    (26 respondents)   

female  6   23 % 50 % 

male  20  77 % 50 % 

age    (26 respondents)   

15 or under  0 19 % 

16-44  2  8 % 39 % 

45-59  7   27 % 27 % 

60-74  17  65 % 11 % 

75 or over  0 4 % 

home    (28 respondents)   

Bishopton  24  86 % - 

Erskine  0 - 

Houston  3  11 % - 

Inchinnan  0 - 

Linwood  1  4 % - 

other  0 - 
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Responses to closed questions   
 
 
 
(Questions are summarised below – please see Appendix 7 for full wording) 
 
 

  Yes No 

Q1.1 Do you support the idea of remediating the 
site? 

 14 50 %  14 50 % 

Q1.2 Do you have any concerns about noise and 
dust? 

 20 71 %  7 25 % 

Q1.3 Do you support creating new habitats and 
woodland? 

 20 71 %  8 29 % 

Q1.4 Do you have any concerns about controlled 
burning of buildings beyond an agreed 
distance from existing houses? 

 23 82 %  5 18 % 

Q1.5 Do you think the Community Liaison Group is 
an appropriate way of communicating with 
the community of Bishopton? 

 17 61 %  9 32 % 

 
 




