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1 Introduction 

1.1 This report details the public consultation and awareness-raising process undertaken by BAE 
Systems and Redrow in connection with the detailed planning application for the motorway 
junction submitted in connection with the regeneration of the former Royal Ordnance site at 
Bishopton. 

1.2 The detailed planning application for the motorway junction (referred to as “the detailed planning 
application”) is being submitted after the outline planning application for the regeneration of the 
former RO Bishopton site to form a mixed use community growth area (application ref. 
06/0602/PP).  The outline application was submitted and validated in June 2006.  

1.3 A substantial public consultation and awareness-raising exercise was undertaken during 2005 
and 2006 in connection with the outline planning application.  The nature, scope and results of 
this exercise are outlined in the Public Consultation Statement submitted with the outline 
planning application.   

1.4 The consultation and awareness-raising exercise for the current detailed planning application, 
along with other detailed applications for remediation, reclamation earthworks and an associated 
landfill, overlapped with the process followed for the outline planning application.   
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2 The development proposal 

2.1 The development proposal comprises the construction of a new motorway junction at the point 
where the A8 crosses the M8, approximately 1 mile south-east of Bishopton station.  The 
location of the proposed junction is at Ordnance Survey grid reference NS 449 693. 

2.2 The proposed junction would allow access from the A8 onto the M8 eastbound and from the M8 
westbound onto the A8.  The purpose of the junction would be to provide more direct access to 
and from the M8 east of Bishopton, with the aim of facilitating regeneration of the Royal 
Ordnance site as proposed in the outline planning application ref. 06/0602/PP. The junction is 
needed to provide access to the trunk road network in a way that minimises the impact on 
Bishopton. 

2.3 The proposed new junction would be constructed in an open, essentially rural setting, although 
at the western margin is a recently restored landfill site.   

2.4 Detailed plans of the location, geometry and engineering detail of the junction are set out in 
companion plans and documents submitted with this detailed planning application.  In addition, 
the planning and environmental issues associated with the application are discussed in the 
Environmental Statement submitted with the application. 
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3 Methodology 

The process 

3.1 In summary, the consultation process followed these stages: 

1. Consultation with the local community on initial proposals.   

2. Consideration of consultation responses. 

3. Preparation of detailed proposals. 

4. Feedback to the local community. 

3.2 The remainder of this chapter describes these four stages in more detail. 

Stage 1: Consultation with the local community on initial proposals  

3.3 Consultation took place in May 2006 through two channels: 

1. An exhibition (see paragraphs 3.4 to 3.7 below).  

2. A website (see paragraph 3.8 below). 

3.4 The exhibition took place on 3 and 4 May 2006 between 3.00pm and 8.30pm in Bishopton 
Sports and Social Club. 

3.5 It covered a number of aspects of the proposed regeneration of the Royal Ordnance site, and 
was therefore split into two parts: 

1. The first part explained the proposals which formed the basis of outline planning 
application ref. 06/0602/PP, submitted to the Council shortly after that exhibition.  This 
part of the exhibition was not a consultation but aimed to provide feedback to local 
residents following a consultation the previous year.  This process is explained in detail in 
the Public Consultation Statement submitted as part of the outline planning application. 

2. The second part was a consultation about three detailed planning applications which the 
joint applicants intended to submit later in 2006.  One of these was the application for the 
proposed motorway junction, to which this report relates.  The others relate to remediation 
and reclamation earthworks, and an associated landfill on the site.  This second part of 
the exhibition contained initial proposals for these various detailed planning applications, 
and sought the views of the community via a detailed questionnaire (see paragraph 3.12 
below). 

3.6 Representatives of the applicants and of their professional advisers were present at the 
exhibition to answer questions. 

3.7 The display boards are reproduced in full in Appendix 1.   

3.8 A website www.bishoptonregeneration.co.uk was launched by the applicants on 8 May 2006.  It 
contained similar information to that contained on the boards exhibited on 3 and 4 May 2006.  
Visitors to the website were invited to download a questionnaire (see paragraph 3.12 below) and 
return it by post by Friday 19 May. 
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3.9 Publicity for the exhibition and website was achieved in various ways: 

1. A leaflet was distributed to all properties within Bishopton and to residential properties 
near the northern, western and southern boundaries of the site.  The distribution took 
place during the week beginning 24 April 2006.  The leaflet publicised the exhibition, 
explained that the information would also be available on the website, contained basic 
information about the content of the exhibition, and explained that questionnaires would 
be available for comment.  A copy is attached as Appendix 2. 

2. Press adverts were placed in the Paisley and Renfrewshire Gazette Series (including the 
weeklies The Gazette, Paisley People and Barrhead News).  The adverts appeared in two 
consecutive weeks (weeks beginning 17 April and 24 April 2006).  The adverts were 
prominently placed within the newspapers.  They invited people to the exhibition and 
explained that questionnaires would be available for comment.  A copy of the advert is 
attached as Appendix 3. 

3. Posters were put up in the main local shops in Bishopton during the week beginning 24 
April 2006.  The posters invited people to the exhibition and explained that questionnaires 
would be available for comment.  A copy of the poster is attached as Appendix 4. 

4. A press release was distributed advertising the exhibition.  

3.10 After the exhibition finished on 4 May 2006, it was moved to the gatehouse at BAE Systems, 
Station Road, Bishopton.  It has remained accessible since then as an unstaffed exhibition.  
Similarly, the exhibition material has remained available on the website. 

3.11 In terms of visitor numbers, 635 people visited the exhibition on 3 and 4 May (see Appendix 5 
for detailed breakdown by time).  This represents 12% of Bishopton’s population of 5,177 (2001 
Census data).  77 people visited the website prior to the questionnaire deadline on 19 May, 
when the questionnaire was removed from the website.  (As some of those visiting the website 
may also have visited the exhibition, it would be potentially misleading to add these figures 
together to produce a total.) 

3.12 Questionnaires were freely available at the exhibition and on the website.  Visitors to the 
exhibition were invited to complete a questionnaire.  They had the choice of completing a 
questionnaire at the exhibition or taking one home and posting it back by Friday 12 May.  (Large 
print versions of the questionnaire were also available for visually-impaired people.)   

3.13 The questionnaire was designed to provide two types of information: 

1. Quantitative information, through a series of closed Yes/No questions.     

2. Qualitative information, by means of comments in empty boxes after each Yes/No 
question, with additional space for further comments at the end of the questionnaire.  The 
aim was to make the questionnaire as open-ended as possible, allowing people the 
maximum opportunity to comment. 

3.14 The questionnaire is attached as Appendix 6.   

Stage 2: Consideration of consultation responses 

3.15 After the consultation period finally closed on 19 May 2006, the questionnaire responses were 
analysed.  

3.16 The results of the questionnaire analysis are contained in chapter 4. 
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Stage 3: Preparation of detailed proposals 

3.17 Since the consultation on the initial proposals in May 2006, the applicants have been preparing 
their submission for detailed planning approval.  The consultation responses received from the 
local community in the questionnaire survey have been taken into account as the detailed 
proposals have been prepared, alongside a number of other factors.  Chapter 4 contains more 
information on this. 

Stage 4: Feedback to the local community 

3.18 The applicants believe that it is important to provide feedback to the local community about the 
results of the questionnaire survey and the final form of the detailed planning application that is 
being submitted. 

3.19 This feedback is being timed to coincide with submission of the detailed planning application, 
and will use two channels: 

1. A further public exhibition, which is being held in a specially adapted room at the 
gatehouse, BAE Systems, Station Road, Bishopton.  The exhibition will be staffed.  It is 
being advertised through posters in local shops and press adverts in the Paisley and 
Renfrewshire Gazette Series. 

2. A presentation to community representatives on the Bishopton Community Liaison Group 
in September 2006. (The Bishopton Community Liaison Group, or CLG, comprises 
representatives from the Bishopton Community Council, local church organisations, the 
Bishopton Action Group, local youth organisations, a local councillor and BAE Systems / 
Redrow). 
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4 Consultation responses  

Level of response to the questionnaire survey 

4.1 This chapter describes and analyses the questionnaire responses, and explains how they have 
been taken into consideration. 

4.2 151 completed questionnaires were received, including a small number received after the 
consultation period closed.  This represents 24% of the 635 people who visited the exhibition 
(see paragraph 3.11 above), and is equivalent to 2.9% of the population of Bishopton.  (Those 
who completed the questionnaires were almost exclusively from Bishopton.  133 of the 151 
questionnaires completed contained addresses; of those 133 only 5 were from outwith 
Bishopton.) 

4.3 In order to assess how representative this sample was, the questionnaire asked for details of 
people’s age, sex and occupation in order to compare these against the same information from 
the 2001 Census for Bishopton.  Analysis showed that the questionnaire respondents were 
broadly representative of Bishopton’s population as a whole, with the following key distinctions: 

• Younger residents were under-represented amongst questionnaire respondents, 
particularly those under 15 years of age. 

• Residents aged between 45 and 75 were significantly over-represented. 

• Retired residents were over-represented, although not by as much as might be expected. 

• Unemployed and permanently sick/disabled residents were under-represented, although 
in absolute terms the numbers involved are small. 

4.4 A more detailed analysis is contained in Appendix 7. 

4.5 Despite the reasonable 2.9% response rate and demographic representativeness, a note of 
caution should be sounded.  It is often the case that those objecting to a proposed scheme are 
over-represented compared to those supporting a scheme.  This means that the results of the 
questionnaire analysis should not necessarily be taken as being an accurate representation of 
village opinion as a whole.   

Response on issues relating to the proposed motorway junction 

4.6 Most of the questionnaire referred to remediation and the associated landfill (the subject of 
separate detailed planning applications and therefore separate Public Consultation Statements).   

4.7 Of the questions relating to the motorway junction, one was a closed question which can be 
analysed quantitatively: “Will the new motorway junction be good for Bishopton?”  57% of 
respondents answered yes, and 34% answered no. 

4.8 The questionnaires also sought written responses to a number of points. It would be 
inappropriate to attempt to analyse these quantitatively; indeed, the written comments were not 
sought for that purpose.  The aim was to allow people the opportunity to provide detailed 
comments on a wide range of issues, so that we could gain a better understanding of their 
concerns.   

4.9 Opinions on the desirability of the motorway junction were often diametrically opposed.  Some 
residents thought that it would be good for the village, others considered it would be unsafe.  
Some thought that it would encourage more and faster traffic through the village. 
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4.10 Many respondents were strongly opposed to the construction of houses before the motorway 
junction (or indeed the northern and southern access roads proposed in the outline planning 
application) is built – an issue which relates to the timing of the motorway junction compared to 
the development. 

4.11 A wide range of other views were expressed in relation to the initial proposals for a motorway 
junction.  The range of views is illustrated by this selection: 

• “Perfect” 

• “Pity it is only one way” 

• “Should help congestion at St James Interchange and reduce traffic having to go down 
Drumcross Rd (as presently used to get to motorway via Erskine)” 

• “There is a risk that since the proposed junction would lead onto the A8, traffic would use 
the A8 as a route through the village” 

• “Most housing development is to the north of the village… consider locating the motorway 
junction to the north of the village in order to prevent congestion through the village” 

Relationship between the public consultation exercise and detailed design 

4.12 It is important to stress that the results of the community consultation are one of a number of 
factors which have been taken into account in the design process.  Other contributing influences 
include, for example: 

• Road safety for all users. 

• Free flow of traffic.  

• Impact on neighbouring land uses. 

• Visual impact. 

• Ecological impact. 

• Flooding and drainage. 

• Ground conditions. 

4.13 All comments made in the questionnaires (see paragraphs 4.9 to 4.11 above) have been 
considered.  The diverse range of comments meant that no clear consensus emerged on any 
individual issue for incorporation into the detailed design proposals.  

4.14 The detailed proposals which have emerged from the design process are the subject of this 
planning application.  The location is essentially the same as was initially proposed in May. This 
location will accommodate traffic coming or going east on the trunk road network. 

4.15 The details of the design have been modified since the initial proposal in May.  The key 
modification is that the proposed western roundabout has been repositioned.  This is in 
response to a combination of ground conditions and road safety requirements. 
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5 Conclusions  

5.1 This report has outlined the process and outcomes of the public consultation process for one of 
three detailed planning applications submitted whilst the outline planning application for the 
regeneration of the Royal Ordnance site (ref. 06/0602/PP) is being assessed.  

5.2 The results of the consultation have informed the preparation of the detailed planning 
application.   

5.3 This planning application is one of a number of detailed planning applications.  It will be subject 
to further consultation with a number of statutory and non-statutory organisations as well as the 
local community. The outcome of this further consultation will assist Renfrewshire Council in its 
determination of the planning application.  
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

Complete exhibition boards from May 2006 
 
 





New planting, footpaths, associated improvements and new habitats

Our proposals for the Royal Ordnance site

Remediation

Roads & 
links

Public 
transport

Community 
facilities

New 
housing

Business 
Park

Community 
Woodland 
Park

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 20142007

Haul road for 
construction traffic

Phased remediation

Improve local road connections Construct and complete pedestrian
bridge over railway

Construct and complete northern access road
Construct and complete motorway
junction and southern access road

Phase One

400
Houses

New Park & Ride
Improve Railway Station environment New and improved bus services

Wester Rossland Park

Health Centre
Site for Primary 
School

Upgrade Recreation Ground
Improve library facilities
Gladstone Hill recreation ground
Community Hall improvements

Ecological mitigation

Outline 
planning 
consent

Consent

Progress of 
development by 2013

regenerating the site

Mixed uses
(housing, commercial and community facilities)

Commercial

Housing

Landscaping and open space

Landfill site location

Remediated area

BAE Systems Environmental Test Facility

Site boundary



These are our proposals for the regeneration of the Royal Ordnance site. It will be a gradual well-managed process, spread out over a number of years.

If outline planning permission is granted when we anticipate, the remediation of the site would start in 2008 together with an extension to the Park
and Ride at the station. Construction of the new development and the Community Woodland Park would begin the following year, in 2009.

The timeline shows what would happen and when, and gives a snapshot plan of how the site would look at various points along the way. The full
development could extend to 2023. This will include remediation of the site, the Community Woodland Park and the new village development.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Phase Two Phase Three Phase Four

1000 
Houses

2000 
Houses

2500 
Houses

Craigton Park North Park

Progress of 
development by 2018

regenerating the site



The decontamination and remediation of the site will require the disposal of
certain wastes in a specially designed landfill facility. This facility will only take
waste generated from the site.

We have examined different locations for the facility and have decided that a
point near to the western boundary of the site is the best once environmental,
planning and engineering considerations are weighed together.

The landfill will be licensed by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and will be constructed in accordance with all relevant
national and European guidance and legislation. During its construction and operation there will be regular inspection by SEPA. It will be
constructed and then operated by appropriately qualified professionals and contractors.

The landfill will be built above the existing ground level.  The waste will be placed on a base lining system, and then covered with another
lining and thick soil capping.  This will then be landscaped to fit with its surroundings as part of the Community Woodland Park.

Landfill site

consultation on three detailed applications 3

WASTE

PRE-TREATMENT

RECYCLED IF POSSIBLE LANDFILL WASTE

There will be treatment of some of the waste before it is placed in the landfill.
The decision on the final destination of waste from the site will follow on from
the sequence below.



Motorway junction

4

What do you think ?
We would like to know what you think about our proposals for remediation and earthworks, the landfill site and the motorway junction.
We will take your comments into account as we finalise the proposals and hold an exhibition before submitting detailed planning applications
later in the summer.

Please fill in a questionnaire.  You can either hand it in today or post it back by Friday 12th May using a pre-paid envelope.  Thank you.

Please ask if you have any questions.

consultation on three detailed applications 4

We are awaiting final approval from the Scottish Executive for a new
motorway junction on the M8 eastbound. This is likely to be near the
point where the A8 crosses the M8, between Bishopton and the Red
Smiddy roundabout.

The details of our proposed design are shown in this plan. It will give
access on and off the motorway to and from Glasgow.

Southern 
access 
road

BISHOPTON

M8

A8

Royal
Ordnance

site

Barrangary
Farm

Glasgow

Greenock
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Press advert 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
 

Poster 
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APPENDIX 5 
 
 

Exhibition attendance 
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Attendance at exhibition on 3 and 4 May 2006, 
Bishopton Sports and Social Club 
 
 

 Wednesday 3 May Thursday 4 May Total 

15.00 – 15.30 38 29 67 

15.30 – 16.00 15 22 37 

16.00 – 16.30 20 31 51 

16.30 – 17.00 12 18 30 

17.00 – 17.30 13 33 46 

17.30 – 18.00 19 9 28 

18.00 – 18.30 16 34 50 

18.30 – 19.00 40 50 90 

19.00 – 19.30 42 70 112 

19.30 – 20.00 37 50 87 

20.00 – 20.30 28 9 37 

 280 355 635 
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APPENDIX 6 
 
 

Questionnaire 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Regeneration of the Royal Ordnance Bishopton site 

Questionnaire on the three detailed planning applications 
that we propose to submit later in the summer 

 

 

We would like to know what you think about the proposals in the exhibition for remediation and 
earthworks, the landfill site and the motorway junction.  We will take your comments into 
account as we finalise the proposals before submitting detailed planning applications later in the 
summer. 

We will hold an exhibition to show more details of these before we submit the planning 
applications. 

Please ask if you have any questions as you fill in the questionnaire. 

 

 

1.    Remediation and earthworks application 
 

Remediation of the site is needed to make it suitable for the proposed new uses such as housing, 
community facilities, business park & Community Woodland Park. 

• Do you support the idea of remediating the site?      Yes      No 
 
 

The remediation works will be carried out in a way that prevents or minimises impact on the 
environment and neighbours.  Some examples of this would be: surveying trees for nesting birds 
before removal; using silt control methods to protect watercourses; gaining all necessary 
regulatory approvals; and working to detailed method statements and procedures.   
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

We will use recognised good practice methods to control and minimise nuisance noise and dust.  
This might include damping with water when excavating in dry conditions; restricting working 
hours; using properly maintained equipment; maintaining tree screening where possible; and 
monitoring our activities. 
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the remediation works will require removal of trees & relocation of natural habitats.    
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as remediating soil and water, many of the buildings were used in explosives 
manufacture.  Before they can be safely demolished they will need to be decontaminated.  We 
propose to use controlled burning to achieve this.   
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

During the remediation period, we want to keep regular communication going with the 
community of Bishopton. 

• Do you think that using the existing Bishopton Community Liaison Group is an appropriate way of 
doing this?     Yes      No       If not, why not? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

• What sort of things do you want to be kept informed about while we are remediating the site? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.    Landfill site application 
An important aspect of remediation is sustainability - recycling and reusing material wherever 
possible and appropriate. 
• Do you agree with recycling of certain wastes generated from the remediation of the site?  (For 

example, crushing and re-using concrete and brick from demolitions in the new development)    
Yes     No       If not, why not ? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Although we will try to minimise remediation waste, there will be some that cannot be recycled or 
re-used.  This will need to be disposed of.   We are planning to construct a specially designed 
licensed landfill site for this waste after it has been treated, to avoid transporting it elsewhere.   
• Do you agree with the idea of having a dedicated landfill on the site to take wastes from the site 

remediation?     Yes     No       If not, why not? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think about the location that we have proposed for the landfill? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The landfill construction and operation will be carried out in accordance with all the necessary 
permissions from the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).  It will be constructed 
and operated in a manner to prevent or minimise impact on the environment and neighbours. 
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

When the landfill is no longer required, it will be restored to fit with the surrounding landscape as 
part of the Community Woodland Park.   
• Do you have any concerns about this?     Yes     No     If yes, please explain below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.   New motorway junction application 
We propose to build a new junction on the M8 providing access to and from the Glasgow 
direction only.  It would be where the A8 crosses over the M8 south-east of Bishopton. 
• Do you think the new junction would be good for Bishopton?     Yes     No        

• What do you think about the location of the proposed junction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Do you have any other comments about the proposed new junction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Are there any other matters regarding these three proposed planning applications on which you 
would like to comment? 

 

 

We would appreciate it if you could hand in your questionnaire today. 
Otherwise please return it in a pre-paid envelope by Friday 12 May.  

 
 

Age         15 or under         16–44          44-59         60-74          75 or over    

Sex          Female                Male    

Employment  Full-time employee  Part-time employee  Self-employed 
  Unemployed  Full-time student  Retired 
  Looking after home/family  Permanently sick/disabled  Other  

 
We may wish to contact you in the future with feedback on this consultation. 
If you would like to be contacted, please write your name and address below. 
Your details will not be passed on to third parties for any marketing purposes. 

 

Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address and postcode ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Thank you for your time 
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APPENDIX 7 
 
 

Demographic analysis of questionnaire respondents 
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Demographics of respondents compared to Bishopton residents: 
 

Indicator Questionnaire 
respondents 

% (total number) 

Bishopton 
residents 

Total   
Population 146 5,157 
Sex 
Female 38.4%   (56) 50.1% 
Male 60.3%   (88) 49.9% 
Age 
15 or under 2.0%   (3) 19.2% 
16-44 30.8%   (45) 39.1% 
45-59  41.8%   (61) 26.5% 
60-74  19.2%   (28) 11.2% 
75 or over 2.8%   (4) 4.0% 
Occupation 
Full-time employee 52.7%   (77) 48.7% 
Part-time employee 11.0%   (16) 13.1% 
Self-employed 7.5%   (11) 5.3% 
Unemployed 1.4%   (2) 2.3% 
Looking after home/family 1.4%   (2) 4.6% 
Retired 19.9%   (29) 11.2% 
Permanently sick/disabled 0.0%   (0) 3.5% 
Full-time student 2.8%   (4) 5.2% 
Other 0.7%   (1) 1.8% 

 
 


