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Dear Mr Russell

RE. The Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999
planning application accompanied by an Environmental Statement
Redevelopment of Royal Ordnance Factory, Bishopton, Outline Planning
Application reference: 06/0602/PP

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above. Further to our letter dated
10" October 2008 we wish to make a number of recommendations. We focus our
comments on the Community Woodland Park Management Strategy however we
also make comment on issues which are relevant to the outline application more
widely.

We welcome the development of the woodland strategy and see it as an
important document in ensuring the establishment of a high quality woodland which
realises its potential in the redevelopment of Bishopton. We emphasise however the
importance of ensuring that woodland is addressed and integrated throughout the
overall development proposals. We feel it is only in this way that its potential in the
regeneration process will be fully realised.

Broadly, we strongly recommend that the woodland is seen as a key resource
at the heart of the regeneration process for Bishopton. We feel the woodland
strategy and the wider integration of woodland in the redevelopment plans should
more strongly reflect the 2006 Scottish Forestry Strategy objectives and issues
set out in other relevant national and regional strategies. As such we make the
following specific comments on the woodland strategy (with reference to the broader
outline application where relevant):

1. P.3.1.10i) Adjust this point so as to reflect the broad role of the woodland park
in the social, economic and environmental regeneration of the area.

2. P. 3.v) The park and wider development area should be designed and managed
to ensure they maximise the opportunity to enhance or create Integrated Habitat
Networks as identified within the recent study on the subject by Glasgow Clyde
Valley Green Network Partnership. This might include addressing hedgerow and
watercourse management within the park and adjoining areas.
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3. P. 8. v) Waterside planting. Trees can form important components of sustainable
urban drainage systems by helping reduce and delay run-off thus reducing the -
risk and severity of flooding. We ask that the potential role of woodland in flood
mitigation be taken into account when considering watercourse management
within the woodland park and wider development area.

4. P.11. 3.8 Scottish Forestry Strategy (2000) has been superseded by Scottish
Forestry Strategy (2006). The latter identifies 3 key outcomes relating to
‘promoting 1) public health and well-being, 2) innovative business, 3) a high
quality, robust and adaptable environment. Obijectives under these outcomes are
to: :

&

Assist community participation;

Enhance opportunities for health and enJoyment
Contribute to growth in learning and skills development;
More efficient timber supply chain

Develop markets for forest products

Facilitate rural business diversification

Increase contribution of forestry to tounsm

Tackle climate change;

Contribute to soil, air and water.quality;

Contribute to landscape quality;

Protect and promote historic environment and cultural heritage;
Protect and enhance biodiversity.
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The WIAT Programme 2005-2008 has now be superseded by ! WIAT 2008- 2011 It
aims to ensure: o :
.« A greater proportion of people Iiving in towns and cities reac'h recommended daily
physical activity levels
+ More people living in towns and cities feel an increased level of satisfaction with
the quality of their local environment
* A more equitable distribution of high quality green infrastructure
Management of woodland and other green mfrastructure will be secure in the "
long- term

We strongly recommend that the Scottish Forestry Strategy 2006 and WIAT 2008-11
be scoped to assess the potential for the woodland park strategy and wider outline
application to more fully reflect their objectives and desired outcomes.

9. P.14.41andP.155.1 Followmg on from the above point, we suggest the
~ vision and aims for the woodland park are more strongly linked to strategic issues
identified in documents such as Glasgow Clyde Valley Joint Structure Plan and
the 2006 Scottish Forestry Strategy. As such they should reflect the broad
regenerative potential of the woodland park in terms of contnbutmg to quality of
life and sustainable place-making. The importance of maximising opportunities
for public access for a broad range of user groups should also be highlighted. In
relation to this last point we would stress that the relevance of the needs of a
range of diversity groups other than disabled people should also be considered in .
the woodland strategy. : ‘

6.. P.18. 7.5 This should refer to the importance of maximising access with
educational and health establishments. It should also stress the importance of




ensuring the woodland park is developed so that it complements and supports
~existing greenspaces within the surrounding area.

7. P.19. Table 7.1. Potential recreational activities in Zone 4 ‘Existing Agriculture’
~do not appear consistent with current access legislation as set out in the Land
- Reform (Scotland) Act 2003.

8. Figure 1.3 is stated to be indicative, but does not appeer‘te fit with the anal‘ysis‘of
the features on the site and the figures of what will remain of woodland within the
development area and the park appear to need checking for accuracy.

9. P. 23.10. We suggest a wider range of organisations and establishments, such

as those from the educational and health sector, who will play a role in helping
the woodland achieve its potentlal in the regeneratzon of the area are referred to
here.

We also stress again our comments made to-the outline piannmg application in our
letter dated 10 August 2006 (enclosed for your reference).

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss these comments further.

Yours sincerely

T Y |

Development Officer
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. .Dear Mr Russe[l

CONSULTAT[ON ON OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION: REDEVELOPMENT OF ROYAL
ORDNANCE FACTORY, BISHOPTON 06/0602/PP

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the_orutlme planning application for the redevelopment of
the Royal Ordnance-Factory, Bishopton. Central Scotland Conservancy, carries out the regulatory and
grant support functions, for the Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) across central Scotland, and
provides advice and information on forestry to woodland owners. This is distinct from the role of the
Forest Enterprise’s Scottish Lowlands Forest District that has responsibility for managing the national
forest estate in Central Scotland.

The Conservancy also represents the FCS as a Board member of the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley |
Green Network Partnership, which has been established to promote and support the implementation. of
the Green Network Policy proposed-in the Consultative Draft Structure Plan (TR5/05).

Our comments wilt concentrate on the outline proposals for works affecting the existing trees and
woodlands on the redevelopment site, the “Community Woodland Management Strategy” and the
application’s contribution to delivering the Giasgow and the Clyde Valley Forestry and Woodland .

-~ Framework and Green Network

Comments.

1. We are supportive in principle of the proposal to develop a Community Woodland Park at the
‘site. However, we would need to reserve our unconditional support until the detailed Strategy and
mp!ementatron plan have been developed.

2. We would encourage Renfrewshlre C_oun_cil, if they deemed it appropriate, to clarify the"':det:ail :
of the Community Woodland Management Strategy and associated Action Plan to deliver the
Community Woodland Park by legal agreement. Bishopton is a significant component of the
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metropolitan Green Network and therefore, the developer should be encouraged to maximise its
contribution for the benefit of local people and the metropolitan area as a whole. The site should
become an exemplar for how the Green Network can be delivered as an integrat part of
regeneration, supportmg the principles of the Structure Plan’s ‘Agenda for Growth';

3. Our main concern with the outline proposals relates to the level of integration between the
different elements of the development both internally, and the links between the site's green
infrastructure and the neighbouring Green Network components and communities. We would be
concerned if more attempts weren't made to further integrate the various aspects (e.g. housing,
formal greenspace/parks, woodland etc) ensuring that the vision for the site is achieved and the site
becomes more than the ‘sum of its parts’. There is obviously a need to phase the works due to the
scale and challenge facing the developer at this site.

However detailed master planning should ensure these phases genuinely complement each other.
For example, the Community Woodland Park and internal greenspace need to link with each other

. and with the housing, community facilities and school. Paths and trails from and to the housing

- should be planned to provide the greatest opportunity for residents to access this resource. The
housing should not be designed with its ‘back’ to the greenspaces/woodiand but as an extension of
residents’ immediate recreational space. The development also provides an opportunity to design
and plan the school to take advantage of its proximity to large areas of woodland and greenspace

~ encouraging their use as an educational resource by teachers and pupils, as ‘safe routes to school’
and helping deliver the Actlve Schools agenda.

4. Whilst zoning areas using primary management objectives, reflecting the potential biodiversity and
ecological benefits, maybe a useful planning tool, we would be cautious of promoting this approach
exclusively, as segregating the site strictly into preferred uses can have a divisive affect on the
overall management. Where practicable and appropriate the greenspace and woodiand should be
managed as multr-functfonal spaces delivering a range of benefits for people and wildlife.

5. We-support the need to undertake a detailed survey of the existing trees and woodlands on

the site and develop management prescriptions that minimise the reduction of mature tree cover
. The retention of mature trees and woodlands will ensure the development’s landscape character

remains as “essentially wooded". Special consideration should be made for the retention of areas of
Semi-natural and Ancient Woodland due to their ecological, cultural and historic importance. We
would encourage the consultant team, developing the master plan, to refer to the Glasgow and the
Clyde Valley Forestry and Woodland Framework for guidance on the general objectives for
woodland in the area. Furthermore, the consultants can refer to the Forest Habitat Network Model
that has recently been developed for South west Scotland, which should help identify woodland that
can contribute to the wider habitat network (refer to: http://www forestresearch.gov.uk/habitatnetworks).

Given the length of time the development will be delivered over, we would recommend that greater
consideration be given to planting trees as early as possible in areas more closely associated
with the built development. This will help mitigate any detrimental impacts on the landscape, as these
trees will have had time fo establish and provide better screening; and

6. We strongly recommend that all proposals for the establishment and management of woodlands on’
the site meets the sustainable woodland management standards stated in the UK Forestry
Standard (2004). In addition all woodland operations should be carried out using best practice
techniques illustrated in Forestry Commission Guidelines, Guidance Notes and Forestry Practice
Guides and Notes (refer to: htip://www.forestry.cov.uk/publications). A specific example is Forestry
Research’s (Forestry Commission’s Research Agency) series of Best Practice Guidance for Land

" Regeneration (refer to: hitp.//www.forestresearch.sov.uk/fr/infd-3sukss). :




r-f-Conc[usmn ' _
As stated in our first comment, Forestry Commlssaon Scotland are supportive, in principle, of the outlme

proposals for the Community Woodland Park, but encourage the developer to address our concerns and
recommendations to ensure this site fulfils its potential to become an exemplar development.

Please contact me if youlwould like to discuss these comments further.

Yours sincerely

Keith Wishart
Conservator



